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Subcellular Localization of Agrobacterium tumefaciens
T-DNA Binding Proteins VirD2 and VirE2 in Rice

YAN Ting-xiang, LUO Mei-zhong "
( National Key Laboratory of Crop Genetic Improvement, Huazhong Agricultural University, Wuhan 430070, China)

Abstract ; In the process of Agrobacterium tumefaciens-mediated infection of plants, at least 5 virulence ( Vir) proteins
play roles by entering the host cells, among which VirD2 and VirE2 are the key factors. Consequently, studying the
sub-cellular localization of VirD2 and VirE2 in rice is crucial to understand the mechanism of Agrobacterium
tumefaciens-mediated rice genetic transformation. Using the transient expression system of rice sheath protoplasts, we
found that the VirD2 proteins of all 3 kinds of opine Agrobacterium are completely located in the nucleus, which is the
same as in Arabidopsis; and the VirE2 proteins of all 3 kinds of opine Agrobacterium are mainly located in nucleus,
but are also distributed in the cytoplasm, which is different from those in Arabidopsis. Therefore, we propose the
different efficiency among the 3 kinds of opine Agrobacterium strains for rice genetic transformation is not mainly
determined by sub-cellular localization of VirD2 and Virk2. In addition, our results demonstrate that the mechanism
of Agrobacterium tumefaciens-mediated genetic transformation in rice and Arabidopsis share some similarities, but keep
some differences.
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TR LA B, T AT KR R s 7K R 3 A% B AL AR 1Y)
S R B AR TCRGE .

R AT TR AT (P00 R T a8t A5 7 Ak 4 F-BIL I
(4 BB, e ) 2 BEARRE XA AT 1 T-DNA 255 8 H
VirD2 1 VirE2 9 3 48 Jfd 2 57 S H #IL i BF 5
VirD2 ZE R ST g 4 i T A sh o B ok
B CAK2Ms @R 1k , 48 )5 il i W W g PP2C 2%
Bk, I B WM A E A BRI
Virk2 78480 pg I+ A 7] 28 75 B4 40 i w77 240 it 5 A
S A% P b 58 A S [ Ay s 6, Virk2 ml g 5
VIP1 ( VirE2- interacting protein 1) %45 & i#E A 40 iy
B0 VIPL B MPK3 B 2 b 2 1E A 200 4%
B AR BT AR S R AR p VirE2 22 fi7
(22 5% AR AT RESZ VIP1 FEIXSE 40 i b (1 B IR fh iR
B

H Hi % 35 PR A 2 Bl L R AP B A s %
FEALARAT AR Z A K R e A 0 R A RE 5 £k DA e
K B DNA BEAUATAELE R R BRI , X /K RS AR AT T4
AT 35 A LA L R TRIF IR AT B R Mgt Bk B R
il SR OEFS IR

S K BN [ e L R A AT TR 7K R 1 £
RORAHZRER, B8] VirD2 5 Virk2 (4% #1 7)
IERTEAANT B A T R 8 15 e Ak e 3R ¢
SHEAAE D T (R e AR 11 25 5 AT R e AT
VirD2 Fl VirE2 V20 il & A B AS [l 35 B 48 A<
SO AN ) FEE S T A AT B 1 VirD2 Al VirE2 7E7K
e v D IV 200 6 57 2R AT T EL BRI R AR B A
SRR R AR T T IR R

1 #R57FE

1.1 ##

1.1.1 KA BERESF L 11 ( Oryza sativa L.
ssp. Japonica cv. Zhonghuall) Jiff, AR EIRTE,
FHT PR BOK R AR A

1.1.2 @A KIBFEE K DHIOB, R
ST # (Agrobacterium tumefaciens ) A #1175 B
Pk EHAL05 (& 46 B Bk pTiBoS42 ) | & 1 fis Al
Pk LBA4404 I il i Y 147 bk GV3101 i A% 4
i, 20 Ffd a2 7 B B 38 2k iR PM999-GFP |
PM999-YFP ,PM999-CFP £ rf ol K 24 1 ) 3t
e W R 5K T e S 6 2 A A 4 1L, PXDR 2%

A% o T8 Pl Al R 2 Tl R A5

1.2 FZ=iRH

B PE 9 U0 . T4 DNA % B I A
Fermentas /A 7] ; ExTag DNA R 4B H Takara 2y
) 5 KR Dt A= BT A B BB B A 1R ( NaCl KCl
BSA &) W B bR T A Y8R 24 )5 CaCl, |
MgCl, . D-Mannitol , MES | PEG3350 i § Sigma
F), Cellulase R-10 ( Yakult) I macerozyme R-10
(Yakult) g 5 JL 505 FE 2 A
1.3 &
1.3.1 3 F/ZE@mBAE VirD2 f= VirE2 X B & %1%
VA B 2 oA B AR Bk a9 M E AR 3
FAAT B EHAL05 (AT ) | LBA4404 (5 £ il
B1) A1 GV3101 (IR s ZY ) /Y Ti Jooks A AR 47
PCR 745, 51k 1 i, PCRAKRFR N2 pL
10 x ExTaq buffer,2 L. ANTP (2 mmol/L),1 pL
R, b RS54 (10 mmol/L) 45 0.4 wl,0.2 plL
ExTaq(5 U/pl), 14 pL ddH,0, 5 FE P K.
95C A P 5 min; 95°C 30 s,58°C 30 s, 72°C
90 5,30 MEFH;72°C 10 min, P H 3 F VirD2
(HVD2 LVD2 .CVD2) , }% 3 F VirE2 ( HVE2 LVE2 .
CVE2) 4t IX A 421 i B, 4 R WL 7 4k 0 il
3 Fb VirD2 FEER| PM999-YFP % 3 B Virk2 Tilsk
#l| PM999-GFP L,
1.3.2 whed Lamfe s Bk oy F R I
QIAGEN Jig bz v 42 12k 7] &, +% MR 130 B 43 4 K
30 mL B557 5 1Y & A3 20 M A o AR 1) K
FFE DHIOB B ¥ , fie J5 ¥ T 150 pL ddH,0, fif
HEHPERT 0.5 e/ L, FFHEERE HL JkoR ) H:

1.3.3 RGP 1 RAFARGIRIL LK

BH T F R Jr ik IR IRAR S 5 1 9B
TS T ik, KRG R )a , LA 70% T RS W Uk
2 min, F£L 0. 5% SALKIEVE 15 min, SR J5FPAE T
1/2 MS 3555 28°C s 5: 8 ~ 14 d, B4, 48
R TG EAE 0.6 mol/L H#EE, FCH /] A
Y1 0.5 mm B /hH il A 10 mL B R [ 2. 5%
cellulase R-10 ( Yakult) ,0. 75% macerozyme R-10
(Yakult) ,0. 6 mol/L D-H # %, 10 mmol/L MES
(pH 5.7) 1,55°CHN# 10 min , €075 Ry TR A5
O, RS HIZ 5 FE A 0. 1% BSA .10 mmol/L
CaCl,, il ddH,0 % 10 mL , T 150 mL = £ Jif |
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Table 1 PCR primers used in this study.

RN LS EIk g 731
Gene Template strain Primer name Sequence
HVD2-F 5'-GACGAATTCGGAGAAAATTGGATGCCCG-3’
HVD2 (2 FTH8 5 VirD2) EHA105
HVD2-R 5'-CAGCCATGGTCTGGTCCCCCCGCGCL-3!
LVD2-F 5'-GACGAATTCGGAGAAAATTGGATGCCCG-3’
LVD2 (= afg7% VirD2) LBA4404
LVD2-R 5'-CAGCCATGGTCTGGTCCCCCCGCGLL-3!
‘ CVD2-F 5'-GACGGTACCATGCCCGATCGAGCTCAAGT-3’
CVD2 (HfgR T VirD2) GV3101
CVD2-R 5'-CAGGAGCTCTCTCCTATTTCCCCCACG-3’
) HVE2-F 5'-GACTCTAGAATGGATCCGTCTAGCAAT-3’
HVE2 (RATH8AEL VirE2) EHA105
HVE2-R 5'-CAGTCTAGAGGAACGAAAGCTGTT-3’
LVE2-F 5'-GACTCTAGAATGGATCTTTCTGGCAAT-3'
LVE2 ( Z5 %) VirE2) LBA4404
LVE2-R 5'-CAGTCTAGAGGAACGAAAGCTGTTGAC-3’
‘ CVE2-F 5'-GACTCTAGAATGGACCCGAAGGCCGAA-3'
CVE2 (IR IgH8 Y VirE2) GV3101
CVE2-R 5'-CAGTCTAGAACGCAGACTGTTTACGGTTGG-3'

TE - FRILIR B L5

Note: The restriction enzyme sites were underlined.

28°C 50 r/minitYEIFEH 4 ~5 h, WEHE LS HIEM
AZERFLH W5 solution [ 154 mmol/L NaCl, 125
mmol/L CaCl,, 5 mmol/L KCI 12 mmol/L MES
(pH 5.7) |, B4 500 B A= ik 72 3 Bé il .
150 H BS54 200 R 075 0 AR 3o 0 381 4 1) 855 72 NI
o B SR AR /N D 5 2 50 mL [ JIK L
i ,4°C (100 g W20 8 min YCAE AR A
s FIEH T RBRRERL DO UL 4 mL W5
solution ¥ JU A= JiT {74 T8 wp ik 2 7% ,4°C 1100 g 3
WL 4 ming £ L3, /MO HL DL 4 mL Mmg
solution[ 0. 4 mol/L D-H &% ,20 mmol/L. MgCl, ,5
mmol/L MES (pH 5. 7) J ¥ Ji7 A& 5T 4 3 o g &
7%, 4°C 100 g BIEE.0 4 min, % B, A2 mL
Mmg solution F A IF ( BLETHL 20 L 2 7%
BEkL) o

1.3.4 KAGFIL 11 R A ke PEG #40
PRI K R B A B AR Pk 30 min, 23°C (100 g 13
WER 2 min, 25 B LA N x 100 pl. Mmg
solution F B2 V7 Ji AL AR, L& ik, 2 mL 2
DA TSI 10 WL AR AR, DL 10 uL
M AZ 48 78 AR Ghd7-CFP B{ PXDR-OsH2A &
A, FEF BT FAR SRR 100 L B0 i A A it
A, BJE A 120 pl 40% PEG3350[0.4 mol/L
D-H &, 100 mmol/L CaCl,,40% (V/V)PEG3350 ]
BIES), E iR E 20 min, BT 500 wL W5

solution i 5] Z¢ 1k [z Jif, 23°C (100 g ) & &5 0
2 min, E#RID BIE TR BEEAL.S mL
W5 solution B 12 FLAR H,28°C IS 15 #7337 (16 h
PLE) o R R B SRS 78 21 2 mL B0 4
23%C 100 g S0 2 min, 3ERE S B,
BOCHR IR B

2 HERE5SMH

2.1 3 FhE @A VirE2 f1 VirD2 15 40 i 5 fi
E37 N IR IR

N IRAR G ROCR I 22 e A i VirD2 D)
Virk2 V40 i 7 137 i AN [a] 3 1, Kok B T 3 Flk
#F# EHA105 \LBA4404 #1 GV3101 1) VirE2 (4351
4 HVE2 \LVE2 .CVE2)PCR =¥l 2 )5,
HAEH] Xba | KERY], BEUI5E 25 W™, 5
PM999-GFP {4 ( Xba T BLEFY], WiHE ) 1% H2 56 1L
KIGH 40 i DH10B i1 70 B i b e Je v ik
GOREW],3 A Virk2 [a] 5L N B 3 4 3
PM999-GFP #fAk b (1 kil 1 ~3) L&A
i 257 B s B e, B 4% [ e 280, G2
3 ™ Virk2-GFP #h {4,

[FRE K BT ik 3 R i Ay VirD2 (4351
w45k HVD2 LVD2 .CVD2) PCR y=#ymlik 2 )5,
H EcoR 1 Fl Neo 1 K& XU, B Y 58 42 )5 IRl
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7Y, 5 PMO99-YFP 2R & 1A , 56 L KT i
A0y DHIOB. D) FIZISHHBE I Ik 45 2R R
34 VirD2 [RJYRIE F BEH B 1% H2 5 PM999-YFP
HiAE(E 1 ik 4 ~6) 3 4> VirD2-YFP {4
R o

1 3 i VirE2-GFP #0 VirD2-YFP & pyEs I
Fig.1 Digestion detection of 3 kinds of Virk2-GFP
and VirD2-YFP constructs.

M: DNA /3 F H #5 #fi DNA molecular weight marker; 1. HVE2-
GFP/Xba | ;2:LVE2-GFP/Xba | ;3:CVE2-GFP/Xba | ; 4. HVD2-
YFP/EcoR 1 + Neco 1 5 5:LVD2-YFP/EcoR I + Nco 1 ;6. CVD2-

YFP/EcoR T + Neo |

2.2 1RENEE IR B ik B R A AR ik A il

IR HE ORI KT 0.5 pg/pL B, KAH
A R e A st e v DR O I R I
. ACRIHREE A9 \DNA (& 2 i M1 M2 M3 )
b AR USRI MR L o PR BRI 6 kL
PR RE S AR e AR 2 pLlo BRUIS B BRI L TR 45
21,3 Fh VirE2-GFP( 2 HhjkiBE 1 ~3) LK 3 F
VirD2-YFP (& 2 FrikiE 4 ~6) (i sp 4R By o,
FRIRE BRI BE 4K 2 T 0. 6 pg/ L, £ 45 7K A5
JEAE AR B EK

Ml M2 M3 1 2 3 4 5 6

B2 3 # VirE2-GFP WL K VirD2-YFP [ ch
EREUR E A
Fig.2 Concentration detection of 3 kinds of Virk2-GFP
and VirD2-YFP mid-extracted plasmids.
M1: 60 ng/uL ADNA; M2:120 ng/pL ADNA; M3:240 ng/pL
NDNA; 1. HVE2-GFP; 2. LVE2-GFP; 3. CVE2-GFP; 4. HVD2-
YFP; 5. LVD2-YFP; 6. CVD2-YFP.

2.3 KRR RERIER

IR I A AR B %5 B A R 3% 0 X e A 35
B3 A1 DRI A0 K 8 B A i A e 5
Bl I3 KA I AR TR B M58 I 2 S DK
HU20 WL B IF T 40 x YrEi W i P (& 3)
R BUEAE BB B2 PR E R ERIE , BERTS
1R AP AR ESR

B IA it
{5 s

3 IRENHIKFERAERE (40 x )
Fig.3 The rice protoplasts extracted (40 x ).

2.4 3 FhEERE VicE2 8938 4856 E i

4 51% 10 wL [ HVE2-GFP ., LVE2-GFP
CVE2-GFP 5 10 pL PXDR-OsH2A (4 i DsRedl ,
Ry, RN E) hEf R
JRiR 5], PEG YL AL 7K R J A AR, Bs 354
(16 h LI 1) , I H R ZE RO R £ 1B
Tl ISR

2E B LI HVE2-GFP( B 4, A ~ D) 4448565
F LA T A A (H 2 M B AT A R AR
LVE2-GFP( |8l 4, E ~ H) 4 f 4% N A 35 4 £ 2%
6, T AH BT N A 4 2 5t ; CVE2-GFP ([ 4,1 ~
L)éﬂiﬂ’ﬂ@mﬁﬁﬁﬁ@%%,ﬁﬁéﬂiﬂ@ﬁﬁv\]@ﬁﬁ
BRZE 6 ; PM999-GFP 25 # & (& 4, M ~ P) 7E %%
£ Jif P AR AT LR 21 2, &ﬁ%ﬁmmﬂﬂmu
FeSPE, 3 Fioebstag i (Y Virk2 7E7K A H iy 7 4
Wi A7 LT 58 e L (S Viek2 7R8I T o i
FEN 25K
2.5 3 #EEmE VirD2 BYIF 4 i RE ir

Ay ¥ 10wl i HVD2-YFP ., LVD2-YFP
CVD2-YFP 5 10 uL ff§ PM999-CFP-Ghd7 (4 i
BOOCER, KEH AV, T gz A
B R BUTCRIE 21, ] PEG 155540 /K A5 Ji

JR, K FR k% (16 h DL E) ¥k H R A Leica

Sp2 PG IR A 0 R L
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B4 Virk2-GFP FE7K 5 R & B o 09 I 40 B 7 far
Fig.4 Subcellular localization of VirE2-GFP in
the protoplasts of rice.

1::A ~ D 2 HVE2-GFP (4R 5 45T € o E ~ H 2 LVE2-
GFP (A% 5 A o i€ i 5 1 ~ L g CVE2-GFP () 46l i 1% 5 4
MUBTRE (373 M ~ P 25 2ifk GFP LA E L. (A, E, 1, M) Hyk
55 (B,F,J,N) IH%; (C,G,K,0) Jy DsRedl-OsH2A , k&
LLA5O6; (D, H,LP) BFEME . $rR =10 wm

Note: A ~D: Nuclear and cytoplasm localization of HVE2-GFP; E
~H: Nuclear and cytoplasm localization of LVE2-GFP; 1T ~ L.
Nuclear and cytoplasm localization of CVE2-GFP; M ~ P.
Subcellular localization of free GFP. (A,E,I,M)are GFP;(B,F,]J,
N) are bright; (C,G,K,0) are DsRed1-OsH2A , which appear red;
(D,H,L,P)are merge images. bar =10 pm.

gk B g HVD2-YFP( & 5,A ~D) .LVD2-
YFP([® 5,E ~H) .CVD2-YFP([& 5,1 ~ L) )43 (n
TG (RN R e, KSR W A500) W HEN T
HIAZ . 3 Al B AL Y VirD2 78K FE
AR E S 5 A Al ), JF B VieD2 72480 57 Hr
FE AR SR A AR R, ¥ e AL T AL

3 itig

RSB A HF R AR A 200
KR VirD2 15 Vi B R 12 4 15 7
A ST 5 1 o B4 B RO 1, 7
A2 S FITREA AR VirD2 15 Virk2 S
L% 5 AT A R ML (LR 22 52—
SR B L 55 B R A D <3 VirD2 8 52 %

5 VirD2-YFP 7E7K FE R 4 J5 fA i 4 30 40 A 7€ i
Fig.5 Subcellular localization of VirD2-YFP in

the protoplasts of rice.

A ~D iy HVD2-YFP f4i A% 47 ; E ~ H g LVD2-YFP 4]
MUtz ;1 ~ LR CVD2-YFP {4 fiA% % i, (AL E, 1) hekf
FOL, HRRGESE RR (B,F,)) MIE; (C,6,K) HiEFa
PO, (D, H,L) & E ., #7/R =10 um

Note: A ~ D: Nuclear localization of HVD2-YFP; E ~ H: Nuclear
localization of LVD2-YFP; I ~ L. Nuclear localization of CVD2-YFP.
(A,E,I)are YFP ,YFP is green; (B,F,]J)are bright; (C,G,K) are
CFP, CFP is blue ; (D,H,L) are merge images. bar =10 pm.

FENL T ANz A ] e B R 2 [R] A 22 5,
AN [F) Sl BB Y 1) AR AT BN K R A YL e T Y 22 57
5 VirD2 N4 A7 0 56 RN K5 3 Fif o 8 i 7Y
() VirE2 78 7K 8 H A I 40 i E 037 JLF- 56 4 Al TR
S e S VAR a1 1R A SR (EP Y 0N I ARV R SR Y €2
1o HHER BN ) e R ) A AT B0 /K A 2
fe I RATE VIirE2 74 i e 7 ) 6 R K,
HATRFTE R B, AT 18 0 5 1 80 g I 119 382 1%
PR — D R A Vie HE UKL ZFEY)
HEEBET IR GEA ZR— D TR Hh
VirD2 [0 40 il 5 Avr Bz AL © B 5815 b 3T
R HAE I o8 2 AL T A A%, AR Se e 3k
HH, VirD2 .58 4 A F /K R 40 A% v, DTG AT A
SR VirD2 7E7K R P A% S LR B HAE R AT TR
I KRS AL F A b ek B9 /R T, AR W] RE S 7R
PRI R, 32 B Y5 5 2 J5 , VirD2 2
& F| T-DNA 19 5" %, JE J8U0E ¥ 4544, 515 T-DNA
ZELL IV AL U 2 G it A\ KR 240 M, S 9l /K e 200 P
Hi) CAK2Ms [w] 588 W IR AL , 22 5 Bl 7K e 240
W PP2C [R] A 2 WERR AL, OF H 5 & M #E
B AEOSES EENns ST 2oL, &
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BUEAESE AU RAT B T-DNA 845G 8 VirD2 F1 Virk2 7E/K R 1 240 i 7 F 5 27

T-DNA iz s g =7

BRI TAEE XS Virk2 530 40 it 7 M HAE 4L
FIT R AL H VE FALEI R T T 2 IR AR
5 NE LTI 715 B 4 ey 28 , (0 L 41l
i — BTG, A M e A T A s, A
SEHE N T UIMIAZ T, 43 A H AT g 5 AN [R) 2 A 41
i VIPL BB R AL KP4 0 AR g &
B, VirkE2 TE7K e 4 4% 5 4 i ot v B A B2
A1, Sl rE T R RN S S A 22 5 TR I FR
JR B /KRG VIPL (%) ) 6 3 PR R AL i 5 41
RIS, S 8T BE S A5 A 10 VilE2 198
S5 I A B R 22 55 @5 — AR AT e &
PURGIT AT, AN B P R0 32, 1K
FE R A AR, AR RAT R R AR T8 3, BT /Y
BRI LG H . MEMBREERERE
KOAFRKREC &bt 7 —ES 5K T
AL RS, AT B REAESE THE— 22 5T

AR FHARE IF , AT 48 i AT A T 1K
T AL S A0 %, JUH R IR &% AL A1 K BE DNA
EARRORA W i A TP X AR KRR AR
TRRERBAL AL 5 F HLEI I F 5T, g 2 =45
B A AH SR o AR S50 38 3 X AR IR A AT I VieD2
5 VirE2 F [J e KRG H I 20 M 2 L B BF 5T, XAk
FFREAT R KRt AL e Ak oy F AL AT T 91204R
Ko BATINSLAT A2 04U I 85 7% AL
HIAARAE , BT & BUARAT WA S K A8 A T
1) 5L A ML A7 7R AH U (B A e — B 22 R
JIT DI AT B8 AT I K R s A5 A WL A TR 9
i, AT LAY 225 (E A Al 4 4 IR AL R I 1 Ak
HLAD B AT BRI o

2 % X W
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